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Frédéric Auguste Bartholdi (1834–1904), 
sculptor of the Statue of Liberty. 

The Garden’s staff is organized into 
horticulture, operations, administration, 
and public programs divisions. Programs 
for the public are listed in a quarterly 
calendar of events and also on the 
Garden’s Web site. A horticultural 
hotline is available to answer questions 
from the public. 

The U.S. Botanic Garden was founded 
in 1820 under the auspices of the 
Columbian Institute for the Promotion of 
Arts and Sciences, an organization that 
was the outgrowth of an association 
known as the Metropolitan Society, 
which received its charter from Congress 
on April 20, 1818. The Garden 
continued under the direction of the 
Institute until 1837, when the Institute 
ceased to exist as an active organization. 

In June 1842, the U.S. Exploring 
Expedition under the command of 
Captain Charles Wilkes returned from its 
4-year voyage with a wealth of 
information, artifacts, pressed-plant 
specimens, and living plants from 
around the world. The living plants were 
temporarily placed on exhibit on a lot 
behind the old Patent Office under the 
care of William D. Brackenridge, the 
Expedition’s botanist. By November 
1842, the plants were moved into a 
greenhouse built there with funds 
appropriated by Congress. Subsequently, 
the greenhouse was expanded with two 
additions and a small growing area to 
care for the burgeoning collection. In 
1843, stewardship of the collection was 
placed under the direction and control 
of the Joint Committee on the Library, 
which had also assumed responsibility 

for publication of the results of the 
Expedition. Expansion of the Patent 
Office in 1849 necessitated finding a 
new location for the botanical 
collections. 

The act of May 15, 1850 (9 Stat. 427), 
provided for the relocation of the 
Botanic Garden under the direction of 
the Joint Committee on the Library. The 
site selected was on the National Mall at 
the west end of the Capitol Grounds, 
practically the same site the Garden 
occupied during the period it functioned 
under the Columbian Institute. This site 
was later enlarged, and the main area 
continued to serve as the principal 
Garden site from 1850 to 1933, when 
the Garden was relocated to its present 
site. 

Although the Government had 
assumed responsibility for the 
maintenance and stewardship of the 
plant collection in 1842, the two 
functions were divided between the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings and 
the Joint Committee on the Library, 
respectively. In 1856, in recognition of 
their increasing stature, the collections 
and their associated operations and 
facilities were officially named the 
United States Botanic Garden, and the 
Joint Committee on the Library assumed 
jurisdiction over both its direction and 
maintenance (11 Stat. 104). An annual 
appropriation has been provided by 
Congress since 1856. 

Presently, the Joint Committee on the 
Library exercises its supervision through 
the Architect of the Capitol, who has 
held the title of Acting Director since 
1934. 

For further information concerning the United States Botanic Garden, contact the Public Programs 
Division, 245 First Street SW., Washington, DC 20024. Phone, 202–225–8333. Plant Hotline, 202–226– 
4785. Internet, www.usbg.gov. E-mail, usbg@aoc.gov. 

GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE 
441 G Street NW., Washington, DC 20548 
Phone, 202–512–3000. Internet, www.gao.gov. 

Comptroller General of the United States DAVID M. WALKER 
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Chief Operating Officer GENE L. DODARO 
Chief Administrative Officer SALLYANNE HARPER 

Deputy Chief Administrative Officer ANTHONY CICCO 
General Counsel ANTHONY GAMBOA 

Teams: 
Managing Director, Acquisition and 

Sourcing Management 
KATHERINE SCHINASI 

Managing Director, Applied Research and 
Methods 

NANCY KINGSBURY 

Directors THOMAS J. MCCOOL, BARRY SELTSER 
Chief Accountant ROBERT DACEY 
Chief Economist (VACANCY) 
Chief Statistician (VACANCY) 
Chief Technologist KEITH RHODES 
Chief Actuary JOSEPH APPLEBAUM 

Managing Director, Defense Capabilities and 
Management 

HENRY L. HINTON, JR. 

Managing Director, Education, Workforce, 
and Income Security 

CYNTHIA M. FAGNONI 

Managing Director, Financial Management 
and Assurance 

JEFFREY C. STEINHOFF 

Managing Director, Forensic Audits and 
Special Investigations 

GREGORY D. KUTZ 

Managing Director, Financial Markets and 
Community Investments 

RICHARD J. HILLMAN 

Managing Director, Health Care MARJORIE KANOFF 
Managing Director, International Affairs and 

Trade 
JACQUELYN WILLIAMS-BRIDGERS 

Managing Director, Information Technology JOEL WILLEMSSEN 
Managing Director, Natural Resources and 

Environment 
ROBERT A. ROBINSON 

Managing Director, Physical Infrastructure PATRICIA A. DALTON 
Managing Director, Strategic Issues J. CHRISTOPHER MIHM 
Managing Director, Homeland Security and 

Justice 
NORMAN J. RABKIN 

Support Functions: 
Managing Director, Congressional Relations GLORIA JARMON 
Managing Director, Opportunity and 

Inclusiveness 
RONALD STROMAN 

Managing Director, Public Affairs PAUL ANDERSON 
Managing Director, Quality and Continuous 

Improvement 
TIMOTHY BOWLING 

Managing Director, Strategic Planning and 
External Liaison 

HELEN HSING 

Managing Director, Field Offices JOHN ANDERSON, JR. 
Inspector General FRANCES GARCIA 
Mission Support Offices: 

Chief Information Officer ANTHONY CICCO 
Controller/Administrative Services Office GEORGE STRADER 
Chief Human Capital Officer JESSE HOSKINS 
Managing Director, Knowledge Services CATHERINE TETI 
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Managing Director, Professional 
Development Program 

DAVID CLARK 

Chair, Personnel Appeals Board MICHAEL W. DOHENY 

The Government Accountability Office is the investigative arm of the Congress and 
is charged with examining all matters relating to the receipt and disbursement of 
public funds. 

The Government Accountability Office 
(GAO) is an independent, nonpartisan 
Agency that works for Congress. GAO is 
often called the ‘‘congressional 
watchdog’’ because it investigates how 
the Federal Government spends taxpayer 
dollars. The GAO was established as the 
General Accounting Office by the 
Budget Accounting Act of 1921 (31 
U.S.C. 702). It was renamed the 
Government Accountability Office 
pursuant to the GAO Capital Reform Act 
of 2004 (31 U.S.C. 702 note; 118 Stat. 
881). 

Activities 
GAO gathers information to help 
Congress determine how effectively 
executive branch agencies are doing 
their jobs. GAO’s work routinely 
answers such basic questions as whether 
Government programs are meeting their 
objectives or providing good service to 
the public. Ultimately, GAO ensures that 
Government is accountable to the 
American people. To that end, GAO 
provides Senators and Representatives 
with the best information available to 
help them arrive at informed policy 
decisions—information that is accurate, 

timely, and balanced. GAO supports 
congressional oversight by: 

—evaluating how well Government 
policies and programs are working; 

—auditing Agency operations to 
determine whether Federal funds are 
being spent efficiently, effectively, and 
appropriately; 

—investigating allegation of illegal and 
improper activities; and 

—issuing legal decisions and opinions. 
With virtually the entire Federal 

Government subject to its review, GAO 
issues a steady stream of products—more 
than 1,000 reports and hundreds of 
testimonies by GAO officials each year. 
GAO’s familiar ‘‘blue book’’ reports 
meet short-term immediate needs for 
information on a wide range of 
Government operations. These reports 
also help Congress better understand 
issues that are newly emerging, long 
term in nature, and with more far- 
reaching impacts. GAO’s work translates 
into a wide variety of legislative actions, 
improvements in Government 
operations, and billions of dollars in 
financial benefits for the American 
people. 

For further information, contact the Office of Public Affairs, Government Accountability Office, 441 G 
Street NW., Washington, DC 20548. Phone, 202–512–4800. Internet, www.gao.gov. 

GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 
732 North Capitol Street NW., Washington, DC 20401 
Phone, 202–512–0000. Internet, www.gpo.gov. 

Office of the Public Printer: 
Public Printer BRUCE R. JAMES 
Deputy Public Printer WILLIAM H. TURRI 
Chief of Staff ROBERT C. TAPELLA 

Deputy Chief of Staff MARIA LEFEVRE 
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